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Q. How many awards does VAAFM anticipate granting? Could applications be 
partially funded?  

A. VAAFM anticipates multiple funding awards. The number of awards depends on the 
number and quality of the applications.  VAAFM may partially fund project proposals.   

 

Q: Regarding partial funding for proposals – Are these funds going to be 
specified for items of a budget, or for phases of a project? Should recipients 
specify timelines, and specific items? 

A: If the agency does decide to partially fund, they will go back to the recipient to work 
out priorities for funding. Initial proposals should articulate timelines and action items for 
the review process, so if things need to be negotiated the turnaround will be quicker. 

 

Q: Is this a two year grant? Will there be more opportunities to apply after mid 
Feb? 

A: One to two year timeline, there will be more opportunities, including a planned 
funding opportunity in November-December of 2023 that may support organizational 
capacity development, education and outreach, technical assistance, conservation 
practice surveys, and more.   

 

Q. If I already have a grant agreement with VAAFM through AgCWIP, can I still 
apply to this funding opportunity?  

A. Yes.  

 

Q. Do the proposed activities have to be solely focused on water quality? 

A.  The VAAFM AgCWIP program priority is to support the improvement and protection 
of water quality on Vermont farms and agricultural communities across the State of 
Vermont.  AgCWIP proposals should have a clear connection to your organizations 
efforts to support the improvement and protection of water quality.  Water quality efforts 
are naturally linked to other environmental benefits – such as soil health and climate 
change.  The Agency acknowledges that capacity building efforts may have a positive, 



indirect benefit for an organization beyond their water quality initiatives.  This is 
acceptable, so long as the proposal clearly articulates and prioritizes the connection to 
water quality.  

 

Q. Can AgCWIP funds be used for payments to farmers?  

A. Yes, a proposal may include payments to farmers as an eligible expense. If your 
proposal is going to include a budget portion for farmers, please be sure to explain what 
the payment would be for.   

 

Q.  Is staffing and personnel costs an eligible expense? 

A.  Yes. Staffing and personnel costs are eligible through this funding opportunity.  If 
your proposal is going to include staff, please be sure to describe the staff’s scope of 
work and expected outcomes.  

 

Q. Will an organization that is not a non-profit be ranked lower?  

A. Not necessarily.  Non-profit organizations are prioritized for funding. However, this 
funding opportunity ranking criteria are heavily weighted towards cost, impact, and past 
performance and capacity.  Application status such as non-profit status, completeness 
of the application, and geographic area will be considered but will not be weighted as 
heavily.  

 

Q. What do the reporting requirements look like?  

A. Grantee(s)may be required to meet with an Agency Grant Manager quarterly to 
review accomplishments and progress towards meeting outcomes and outputs. 
Deliverables and associated costs will be documented through semi-annual invoicing. A 
final narrative report documenting the outcomes and outputs achieved and total project 
expenditure shall be submitted no later than 30 days after the grant end date. The 
Agency will work with Grantee(s)to develop reporting requirements, payment provisions, 
and a schedule that reflects the Grantee’s proposed scope of work. 

 

 


