[bookmark: _GoBack]Organic and Conventional Growers:  Mandatory Pesticide Safety Training Available
Organic and Conventional Growers applying pesticides to an agricultural commodity on their farm are required by the Worker Protection Standard (WPS) to be trained prior to doing so.  The Vermont Agency of Agriculture is offering free training to those applying pesticides at 7 locations throughout the State.  Preregistration is mandatory.*
Once trained, you will receive a green Handler Card from the Vermont Agency of Agriculture good for five years.  If you have previously received training and have a card, check to make sure it is current.  If your card is expired, or you have never been trained, attend one of these meetings to get the required training.   
Vermont Agency of Agriculture Field Staff will be inspecting farms and documenting training verification this spring.  If you are applying pesticides to an agricultural commodity without a current Handler Card, you are in violation of the WPS and can be subject to a fine.   
Training Locations
When		Where								Time		
May 14		Yankee Farm Credit, 52 Farmvu Drive				9:00-11:00 AM
		White River Junction, VT

May 15	      	USDA Service Center, 170 South Main St.			9:30-11:30 AM
		Rutland, VT

May 15		UVM Extension, 23 Pond Lane, Suite 300			1:00 -3:00 PM
		Middlebury, VT

May 18		UVM Extension, 374 Emerson Falls Rd., Suite 1			9:00-11:00 AM	
		St. Johnsbury, VT			

May 20		Emory Hebard State Office Building, 100 Main Street		9:30-11:30 AM
		Newport, VT  

May 21		Butterfield Library, 3435 US-5					10:00-12:00 noon
		 Westminster, VT	

May 22		UVM Extension, 655 Spear Street				9:00-11:00 AM
		Burlington, VT

*Contact Annie Macmillan to Register.
802-828-3479 or anne.macmillan@state.vt.us

Additional group training is available to interested growers by request.
