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wmsptwesemonr  CURRENT WATER QUALITY INITIATIVES

With all that is happening around water quality in the state of Vermont, it may be hard to figure out how things relate or what it means for you. Outlined below are
current initiatives headed or partnered by the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food & Markets (VAAFM). While each initiative is separate, they are joined by a common
goal; to further protect water quality in the state, and enhance the good work being done by farmers by increasing outreach and assistance to farms of all sizes.
For more detail, including links to each initiative, please visit go.usa.gov/icdGew

Act 64 - Vermont's Clean Water Act

Also known as the Vermont Clean Water Act, a legislative law passed during the 2015 session and signed by Governor Shumlin on June 16, 2015. Addresses all sectors impacting our waters
— roads, wastewater treatment facilities, developed lands, forests and farms. It mandates new performance standards and programs to protect and improve water quality statewide

Lake Champlain Revised TMDL

In response to a federal lawsuit filed by the Conservation Law Foundation, the EPA reconsidered its previous approval of the 2002 Lake Champlain TMDL and disapproved the
Vermont portion of the TMDL in January 2011. Under federal law, upon such disapproval, the EPA is responsible for establishing a new TMDL to implement the applicable water
quality standards. The EPA initiated the process of developing a new TMDL for Lake Champlain in 2011, in cooperation with the State of Vermont, which is anticipated to be
signed late spring 2016.
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