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A meeting of the Livestock Care Standards Advisory Council (LCSAC) was held on November 12, 2014 in the Extension classroom at 617 Comstock Road in Berlin, VT.  The following members were present:
Dr. Kristin Haas (KMH); Dr. Ruth Blauwiekel (RB); Diane Bothfeld (DB); Tracy Simon (TS); Les Pike (LP); Dr. Kent Henderson (KEH); Brian Kemp (BK); Royal Larocqe (RL)
A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order by DB at 9:08 AM.
Member introductions were made, and new members, BK and RL were welcomed.  Both members were appointed by the Governor; BK replaces Paul Saenger as a representative of the Vermont beef industry, and RL replaces Carl Cushing as a representative of Vermont’s slaughter industry.
The following public observers (affiliations) were present:
Joanne Bourbeau (Humane Society of the United States); Joe Emenheiser (UVM Extension)
The September 2014 meeting minutes were unanimously approved as written, following a motion made by LP and seconded by KEH. 
Meeting dates for 2015 were chosen as the following:
· Wednesday, February 11
· Wednesday, April 15
· Wednesday, September 16
· Wednesday, November 18
KMH will inquire with appropriate persons as to whether the classroom at 617 Comstock Road in Berlin is available for these meetings.
A legislative overview discussion was held; pertinent points are the following:
· The annual LCSAC legislative report will be submitted by January 15th as required by statute.  RB and KEH indicated they would be interested in providing feedback to the House Committee on Agriculture regarding the 2014 activities of the Council if the request for further input is made by the Committee, as it has been during prior sessions.  Historically, the Senate Committee on Agriculture has not made such a request but the same opportunity exists should that change in 2015.
· Members present agreed by consensus that it would be appropriate and beneficial to invite the members of the House and Senate Committees on Agriculture to the February 11th LCSAC meeting in order to orient them to the responsibilities and activities of the Council and to answer any questions they might have.  The annual report could also be presented during that meeting if it takes place.  Outreach will be done to legislators once the session begins.
· Livestock shelter, on-farm slaughter, and issues associated with antibiotic residue avoidance and consumption of raw milk were highlighted as possible topics that could result in the introduction of new bills in 2015.
The Council discussed the ongoing calf transport outreach initiative.  By the close of the meeting, $1,800.00 in sponsorship funding had been received and another $400.00 pledged.  BK suggested outreach to the feed commodity companies, including Phoenix, Blue Seal, Poulin, Cargill, Feed Commodities, Green Mountain Feeds and Morrison’s Feeds.  KMH will send sponsorship request letters to these companies on 11/13/14.  KMH will forward to all Council members the list of sponsors/amounts to date, the sponsorship outreach list, and a copy of the sponsorship letter.  Members were encouraged to reach out to those on the sponsorship outreach list who have not donated no later than November 30 to encourage their participation by December 31st.  Council members agreed to follow up on this and to share information regarding this continued outreach via reply-all email messaging so that efforts are not duplicated.  Members again agreed that a total of $5,000 raised will allow a full array of materials to be developed, including instructional videos, by a hired contractor.
A public comment period was held.  Joanne Bourbeau stated that the Vermont Cruelty Response Coalition recently held a strategic planning workshop and had decided to focus on trying to establish a humane officer certification program and to offer suggestions for improving the statutes relating to livestock welfare, including the language pertaining to livestock shelter.  Joe Emenheiser stated that Extension Specialist Julie Smith is planning a dairy handling course for January of 2015 – date and other details are unknown at this time.  He further acknowledged that there are a number of related livestock well-being initiatives going on around the state, including a reinvigoration of the BQA program, and that he is open to suggestions from the Council as to how to streamline and dovetail the initiatives to ensure efforts are not duplicated and essential stakeholders are aware of these multiple efforts
The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 AM. 
Respectfully submitted,
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