

Livestock Care Standards Advisory Council meeting minutes
December 6, 2012
Attendees:

Dr. Kristin M. Haas (KMH), Jane Clifford (JC), Dr. Kent E. Henderson (KEH), Melody Squier (MS), Dr. Ruth Blauwiekel (RB), Diane Bothfeld (DB), Leslie Pike (LP), Tracy Simon (TS), Greg Finch (GF), Jessica Danyow (JD), Carl Cushing (CC), Paul Saenger (PS).
Observers (affiliations):

Joanne Bourbeau (Humane Society of the United States), Dottie Nelson (consumer and animal advocate), Carrie Abeles (Humanitarian website and Local Banquet), Representative Chip Conquest, Representative Dick Lawrence, Representative Carolyn Partridge, Senator Bobby Starr, Representative Tess Taylor, Londa Nwadike (UVM), Dr. Shelley Mehlenbacher (VAAFM), Todd Bailey (HSUS), Susan Isham (Dairy Marketing Services).
DB called the meeting to order at 9:10 AM.

Council members present introduced themselves to those in attendance, as did the public observers.  The Council invited five speakers to present information related to the dynamics of Vermont’s swine industry, national industry statistics, use of gestation crates, and various mechanisms of effecting change when it comes to swine/sow well-being.  One presenter, Dr. Alex Ramirez also provided to Council members a comprehensive literature search on these topics spanning the past five years.  Speaker names, titles and presentation topics are as follows:

Dr. Alex Ramirez - Professor in the Department of Veterinary Diagnostic and Production Animal Medicine, Iowa State University; focus on swine production medicine
a. Evolution of the swine industry

b. Brief overview of literature pertaining to recent research on swine housing systems/gestation crates

Pete Coleman – Vermont Salumi

c. insight on the pork market in VT – where is it now, where is it going in the way of demand, and are end users demanding/inquiring about/or otherwise interested in how the swine are raised that he is sourcing for product  

Greg Finch – LCSAC member and VT pork producer

d. perspectives on the pork market in VT, including market stats and pricing*
Dr. Ed Pajor – Professor of Animal Welfare, University of Calgary, College of Veterinary Medicine, Department of Production Animal Health
e. perspectives on mechanisms of effecting change related to animal wellbeing issues – legislation vs. other mechanisms
f. welfare implications of various sow housing systems
Dr. Tom Parsons - Associate Professor of Swine Production Medicine, Department of Clinical Studies, New Bolton Center
g. Perspectives on the real and perceived animal welfare issues associated with gestation crates and other swine housing types

h. recent research in alternative housing systems
The information presented by the speakers was extensive, and the full content of their presentations is outside the scope of these minutes.  Copies of the powerpoint presentations and the literature search results may be obtained by contacting KMH at Kristin.haas@state.vt.us or (802)828-2426.  The overview of Vermont’s pork industry provided by GF is included as Attachment 1 in this document. 

Following the formal presentations, Council members had the opportunity to engage in a brief discussion about the content presented.  While no conclusions were reached, Council members agreed to schedule a follow up meeting in January to finalize its recommendations to the House Agriculture Committee on the issues surrounding the use of swine gestation crates in Vermont.  Council members agreed to submit well in advance of that meeting their top three to five significant points to be incorporated into a draft document for dissemination to the Council and subsequent discussion at the January meeting.  KMH agreed to incorporate comments from Council members into a draft document.
A public comment period was held; Dottie Nelson provided comment on a recent Temple Grandin talk that she attended in Vermont.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:54 PM.
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