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  STATE OF VERMONT








AGENCY OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD & MARKETS


Office of the Secretary


Telephone: (802) 828-2430    Fax: (802) 828-2361
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In re: CLF Petition to Require Mandatory Pollution Control 

Best Management Practices for Agricultural Non-Point Sources

Identified in the Missisquoi Basin Plan




                   2014-06-04-ARM
Attention: Farmers and Affected Citizens in the Missisquoi Bay Basin

The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets has been petitioned by the Conservation Law Foundation (CLF), under 6 V.S.A. §4813, to require that agricultural operations identified in the Lake Champlain Basin Program (LCBP) report titled, “Identification of Critical Source Areas of Phosphorus within the Vermont Sector of the Missisquoi Bay Basin” be subject to mandatory best management practices (BMPs), in addition to those currently required by the accepted agricultural practices (AAPs).  A full text copy of the report can be accessed at: http://www.lcbp.org/techreportPDF/63B_Missisquoi_CSA.pdf

CLF has asked the Secretary to require the following best management practices beyond the current AAP requirements: cover cropping, grassed waterways and critical area seeding, vegetated filter strips (buffers) of at least 25 feet along all waterways and field ditches adjoining critical source area agricultural operations, manure incorporation, conservation tillage, livestock exclusion from waterways, and conversion of tilled cropland to permanent cover.   The full text of the petition, including CLF’s rationale for its request, can be accessed at: 

http://www.clf.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/CLF-Missisquoi-Bay-Ag-BMP-Petition-FINAL-.pdf

The Secretary shall hold a public hearing in order for farmers and other affected citizens to have an opportunity to be heard and to give consideration to all interests expressed before rendering a decision on CLF’s request to require BMPs on agricultural operations identified as having a critical source area mapped in the above referenced Lake Champlain Basin Program report.


The hearing will be held:



Date:   July 18, 2014



Place:  St. Albans Historical Society, 9 Church Street, St. Albans, VT


Time:   9:30 am to 12:00 pm

CLF, as the petitioner, and persons who may be directly impacted by the imposition of BMPs on agricultural operations identified in the LCBP report, shall have the right to participate fully in the hearing and shall be given precedence for available time over those persons who may be indirectly impacted by the request.  Persons interested in participating at the hearing will be able to express their interest by signing up at the hearing upon arrival.  Written comments will be accepted for an additional 30 days after the hearing, due Monday, August 18, 2014 at 4:30pm.

Questions about the public hearing and written comments may be directed to:  Laura DiPietro, 116 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05620; (802) 595-1990 or AGR.MissisquoiBMP@state.vt.us.
