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Secs. 12-14.  Agricultural Water Quality; Best Management Practices (BMPs)

Sec. 12 changes the term from “Accepted Agriculture Practices” to “Required Agriculture Practices.”

Sec. 12 provides that if AAFM determines a farm is meeting RAPs, but there still exists potential for
agriculture pollutants to enter the waters of the State, AAFM shall require a farm to implement a site specific
conservation practice designed to prevent agriculture pollutants from entering the waters of the State.

Sec. 12 provides that the AAFM may require a farmer to imnplement a BMP when the farm is in compliance
with RAPs and there still exists potential for agriculture pollutants to enter the waters of the State.

Secs. 12 and 14 deletes requirement that AAFM determine sufficient financial assistance is available before
requiring a BMP. AAFM instead will inform farmers of available resources to assist implementing BMPs.

Sec. 12 requires the AAFM and ANR to revise their memorandum of understanding (MOU) for H.SEUOME
agricultural pollutants. The MOU shall include how the agencies will implement the antidegradation
implementation policy. The MOU shall develop three separate measures of performance for the agencies.

Sec. 13 directs the Office of Legislative Council, through statutory revision authority, to change the terms
“accepted agriculture practices” to “required agriculture practices.”

Sec. 15.  Agricultural Water Quality Training for Farmers

Sec. 15 requires AAFM to adopt, as part of the revisions to the RAPs, requirements for training owners or
operators of small, medium, and large farms regarding: prevention of discharges to waters; mitigation of
stormwater runoff; land application of manure or nutrients; and nutrient management planning,

AAFM shall require training as a condition of a LFO permit, MFO permit, and SFO certification.

AAFM may phase in training requirements based on farm size, permit type, or available staffing and may
authorize third parties to conduct the required training.

AATM shall not charge the owner or operator of a large, medium, or small farm for the required QmEEm but
shall pay for the training from funds available for water quality initiatives.

Sec. 16.  Certification of Custom Applicators

&

Sec. 16 requires AAFM to adopt, as part ow the revisions to the RAPs, requirements for the certification of
custom applicators.

Custom applicator means a person obmmmoa in the business of \%E%Eq marnure or nutrients to land for
compensation.

Custom applicators shall be required to complete 8 hours of training over each 5 year period.

The training shall address application methods to minimize runoff and identification of weather or soil
conditions that increase risk of runoff.

Secs. 17-21. AAFM Enforcement of Agricultural Water Quality Requirements

Sec. 17 reorganizes AAFM water quality enforcement authority in 6 V.S.A. chapter. 215, subchapter. 10.

The new enforcement subchapter streamlines and makes consistent the existing enforcement authority,
while also providing new authority, including:

o Emergency assistance orders to protect water quality;
¢ Mandatory corrective actions; and
o Authority to remove livestock when the volume of livestock waste exceeds farm capacity.

Under Sec. 17, when AAFM identifies a farm in violation of the LFQ, MFO, or AAP requirements, AAFM
shall provide the farm with a “required corrective action” Under current law, AAFM “recommends” action.



: . sueyd wiseq ojqearidde Jo justndo]aAsp 21[) UI Pasn A [[EUS pUE SIA}E
u>8nﬁmv§“u32nEmumu:omb:ui:oﬁé_Eoﬁﬂ:ouv@%ﬁ:«ﬁ.E:o%ﬁf«ﬁ%ﬁ?&gN.uom

~sued _a.no_wm: POPUSUIE 10 T JO 9INO0U JAINAI [[BYS JVV PUBY V T 995 .19pu

sugpd miseq ¥ v Wl padofasap saonse pae sard1od Sui  ofjoy
Aq Ayenb aoe  Sumuiejuiewl Jo [EoS 2 JogUR) 0} pasn aq [feys suramepd feuorsa yeyy sapiaoxd 7 398

-sued urseq Suronpoxd ur ysisse o aonpord o)
swotrssmunos Summerd __Eo_wﬁ i penued Smipung sqgeeas uodn juadunued [eys ¥y V97 998 1apu

Juenmiod 0) Ayrmiioddo pue 2onou onqud Suppracid pue fsue[d [enorsal qedndde

g uepd wseq Jo S3UFULIOINOY WO UonEpuYAINedd ¢ Surdo[aAdp (Surmueyd SuipreSar seggo redoumm

03 uoneanpa Supraoad (ssedoad Suruwerd uy yndul (eoof Surmsu senred pajsarayar pue sferoyo redoumm
£q JuswaAjoaul Suumsus (Aienb e Sousque puk payod I jeq) $99 cud AJHUSpI SPILJISSE[IA 3( POYS
e sIoe  Surdynuapr :Smprp Sunmeerd w1 SAIANOR WIRMAD JONPUOD 0) A1p)aideg oy sarmbar 97 "33

‘woyepuawsdun smparyds Smpiedar A[quossy [RIGTS oy 0y Apenmmue yodar [pgs YV
saepd qu  spoyswye ST oy xoy sueyd urseq o Aepdn 0 Smpayds e doaAdp 01 Y sumbar 97 39§ .

Suruue]] [¢UoISNy Buruuely uiseq ANV “67-97 "9S
- ) oSuend 2sn puy[ 01130 qus SIV  UI0Ij PaAocwa Suip(ing 1o pug| ppmymouse  juowdo[aadp,, sy o

YV woxy Supjmg uey o paxed _EEEuﬁw« ,
UB 2A0WaI 0} YA J JO qoﬂmommoc LIV Spnjoul 01 VAL 1opun Jusdo[2aap,, ULID] OY} SSULISpal §F 09§

. CIT U2 v’ 9ur renbasje  [emymouse xoy sseooxd syeadde oy repmm
WEnoxq aq po v woay Surppmg voey a0 paed pmmouse e Jo pacwrar oy yo wadde 7 -dag Jdopu

-uonestdde oy sjuowammbar Sungst 2 s 03
Supuodde omn Aue je Justyjorna? 10y Ajdde aes 10jeiddo o rou o ap duedwod Jo wonEIYRII vod o]

‘wone[oIA AenbINe  [RIMMILSE UE.ICF IFRI0 JUIIIA0FUI
ue 10 ‘syuemaimbar fenb ise  jemmonse gy Suiddwod stxojersdo xo0u oy MY Jg
seymon V'V [N jasmyommaar oy Adde jou {emripuuey v ¥ WOy paAcwal sy Sarpjmg €.1o puef Jf

‘wone[o1A Aenb agge  [EIMOUSE e .10 ISPIO0 JHAWIIU0UI UE
qu ouﬂu:mﬁou W)U A0 SSTT YO V'S O Jo spuamarmbax b:w:a Jge apgn  2dueqdmod Jom o]

18 JVV Aq peynuapi stageiado sou oo yi (v ) [esieadde onjea osn vxary
Surppng uuEj .10 pue| [RIMMonSe 40w [eYs () g) 9149y pue wopene Aredolg 7 -39S I9pu .

resiexddy anpes a.mD oy uonedpIE] Jo HoRIpuo) S8 sJVY W sduegdmo)  -$7-€7 "$998

5190 aud wope Miqels wequigays pascidde  Jvvao §OY JIoj1des a euazem
WEBALISEI JO SPUBA JIqI) T SIACWI Jery oo_u.uﬁm [EIMINSE ue 10] Jad nonRIS)E WeAns & smbai 77 098 e
. *5IVv'v a0 parmbai 3ou st ymrad wonriae wieags 2 jey) soplaard pme)sjganm) e

*3j0 suqap Apoo  ofie[ JIs PP DO SI [PLI9)EW MMEA)SU] “ISMOMAE € U] [RHI)EW
EAESU JO AI0N J0 SpIes JIqnd T JO JustrdAouk 39) a0j jruued woners)e means ¢ ssymbal Apuaumay v »

SIOIANDIY JeIN[OLISY ‘U0 eIy Weans 77 998

suomarmbar grenbase  emymonse sxoyue demy V0 AVYV woygysenbarged  cpzoag e
aaydegoqns  ou ui pajerodiodur suondas Jo [eada Supnoul SI5UEYD SUIMIONIO) a1e 7~ T S99

*SUOOB[OLA 0] ¢ 01dn yo sanpeuad 1Al £a9] pue
SHOLIYE JANIALIOI JIPIO SIPIANIE UIC UD 0} AJUOTINE JUSIMOJUS (AR Y1 JVV soplaod oS [ 298 »



Sec. 30.  Anti-degradation Policy Implementation Rule

Sec. 30 requires ANR to adopt by rule an implementation process for the antidegradation policy in the
Vermont water quality standards. Adds a requirement that ANR apply this policy to all new discharge
permits and to the initial issuance of a permit or coverage under a general permit to farms.

Sec.31.  ANR Stormwater Management Authority

Sec. 31 rewrites ANR’s statutory stormwater authority in 10 V.S.A. § 1264.
o The existing secticn is in need of amon.mENmmos. Much of the underlined language is existing authority.

Clarifies activities that require an ANR stormwater permit--construction of 1 acre or more of new impervious
surface; discharge from a facility with a standard industrial classification; municipal separate storm sewer
systems; earth disturbance of 1 acre or greater; expansion of existing impervious surface by more than 5,000
sq. feet if the total resulting impervious area is greater than 1 acre; discharges of stormwater from municipal
roads; and retrofitting of old impervious surface.

Clarifies the exemptions from permitting, including: stormwater runoff from farms subject to AAPs;
stormwater runoff from CAFOs with a discharge permit; stormwater runoff from silvicultural activities
subject to AMPs; and stormwater systems for which a municipality assumes legal responsibility.

ANR will have rulemaking authority to implement the stormwater program, including use of basin planning
to establish watershed specific priorities for stormwater management.

ANR may issue general permits for classes of regulated stormwater runoff.
§ 1264(g)(2): ANR shall issue a general permit for stormwater discharges from municipal roads.

o The permit shall establish a schedule for implementation, including the inventory of roads, prioritization
of projects, and implementation. _

o Al cities, towns, and villages shall apply for the permit by July 1, 2021.

§ 1264(g)(3): On or before Jan. 1, 2018, ANR shall issue a general permit for discharges of stormwater
from impervious surface of 3 or more acres in size that previously were never permitted or were permitted
under a pre-2002 permit standard.

o The general permit shall require retrofitting or redevelopment of old impervious surface.

o The general permit shall establish a schedule for implementation, provided that it will be implemented
in the Lake Champlain watershed no later than Oct. 1, 2023, Ea no later than Oct. 1, 2028 for the rest
of the State.

© The general permit shall allow for the use of stormwater impact fees, offsets, and phosphorus credit
trading within the watershed of the water to which the stormwater discharges or runs off.

Establishes permit requirements for regulated stormwater runoff permits, including:

o A stormwater permit may be issued for a term of up to 10 years, but any permit required under the
federal CWA must have a permit term of up to 5 years.

o Regulated stormwater runoff must meet discharge standards based on type of discharge.

o Discharge standards will apply to discharges of regulated stormwater to stormwater impaired émﬁﬁm
Lake Champlain, and waters contributing to Lake Champlain’s impairment.

ANR may deny an application for a stormwater permit due to an applicant’s compliance history.

Sec.32.  ANR Report on Regulatory Threshold for Stormwater Permitting

ANR shall repert to General Assembly regarding whether and how the State should lower from 1 acre to 1/2
acre of impervious surface, the permitting threshold for an operating permit for stormwater runoff.
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Sec. 38-39. ,w..owm& Transfer Tax; Clean Water Surcharge

e Sec. 38 establishes surcharge on the property transfer tax of 0.2 percent on the value of the transferred .
property. The surcharge is not assessed on the first $100,000.00 in value of all properties and for properties
financed with Vermont Housing Conservation Trust Fund, Vermont Housing and Finance Agency or USDA
Rural Development funds, the surcharge is not assessed on the first $200,000.00 in value.

o This raises approximately $5,300,000 of which $450,000 will be transferred to the Agricultural WQ Fund to
fund AAFM staff positions in FY16, leaving $4,850,000 available in the fund.

e The surcharge is repealed on July 1, 2018.
Sec. 40 Report from the Treasurer

o The Treasurer, in consultation with the Secretary of Administration and Commissioners of Environmental
Conservation and Taxes, is required to report on funding sources that are more closely associated .,SE water
pollution, such as a tax on impervious surface.

e This report is due January 15, 2017

Sec. 41 Creation of Water Quality Staff

o Sec. 41 creates 8 positions within AAFM and 13 positions within ANR for the administration of the water
quality initiatives.

Sec,42.  Appropriations for AAFM

e Sec. 42 appropriates $1,114,000 to the AAFM for WQ positions and for federal match funding.

Sec. 43.  Appropriations to ANR
o Sec.43 appropriates $1,543,116.00 to the ANR for WQ positions and contracting with RPCs.

Sec. 44-46. DEC Permit Fees

o Sec. 44 provides for increases in DEC .mm.mm for water quality related permits. The increase in fees would
provide additional revenue of $1.5 million to be used for additional DEC water quality staff.

o Fees deposited in the Environmental Permit Fund
»  Sec. 45 removes permit fee exemption for municipalities, AOT and BGS.
¢  Sec. 46 requires ANR to assess new permit application fees on municipalities at end of applicable fiscal
year in order to minimize effects on municipal budgets.
Sec. 47-48. State Assistance for Phosphorus Reduction at Wastewater Treatment Plants

o  Current law provides that wastewater treatment plants shall not discharge waste with a phosphorus
concentration in excess of 0.80 milligrams per liter on a monthly basis.

o 10V.S.A. § 1266a provides that a municipality does not need to comply with the 0.80 milligrams per
liter standard if State funds are not provided to the municipality for compliance.

o Sec. 47 repeals the provision allowing municipalities not to comply if assistance is not provided.

o Current law provides that if a municipality is required to reduce phosphorus concentration in wastewater
effluent below (.80 milligrams per, liter on a monthly average basis, the State shall provide the municipality
with a grant for 100% of the eligible project cost.

©  Sec. 48 repeals the requirement that the State finance the project cost.
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July 1, 2015
Jan. 1, 2016

Jan. 15, 2016

Jan. 15,2016

'Jan.'15,2016
(annual)

Jan. 15, 2016

Jan. 15,2016
Jan 15, 2016

. Feb. 1,2016
{annual)

July 1, 2016 .

July 1, 2016.
Tuly 1, 2016

S.49—Required Actions by State Agencies: Listed Chronologically

DFPR commences rulemaking for silvicultural practices, Sec. 52

ANR publishes a stormwater management practices handbook for control of stormwater from stormwater
of less than one acre. Sec. 35.

AAFM submits interim report on tile drainage to General Assembly. Sec. 5.
AAFM and ANR develop 3 .@mﬂmoﬁbmmoo measures for MOU between agencies. Sec. 15

ANR reports to General Assembly regarding basin planning, including a schedule of
production of basin plans in the subsequent calendar year. Sec. 28.

ANR reports on regulatory threshold for permitting stormwater runoff from impervious surface (half acre
threshold), submitted to General Assembly. Sec. 34.

Secretary of >QEmum.mﬁmmon Report on Per Parce]l Water Quality Fee.. Sec. 47.

DFPR reports on whether AMPs should be mandatory and whether maple production land should be
enrolled in UVA as forestland. Sec. 53.

ANR reports to General Assembly regarding Ecosystem Restoration Program. Sec. 37

AAPM revises RAPs by rule. Sec. 4.
AAFM adopts rules for Small Farm Certification. Sec. 3. .
AAFM adopts rules for certification of custom applicators. Sec. 19.

Tuly. 1, 2016 AAFM adopts agricultural water quality training rule for LFOs, MFOQs, and SFOs. Sec. 18.
July 1, 2016 ANR adopts by rule an antidegradation implementation policy. Sec. 32.
Fuly 1,2016 - DFPR adopts by rule silvicultural practices. Sec. 52
July 1, 2016 DFFPR revises AMPs for Maintaining Water Quality on Logging Jobs. Sec. 52.
Jan. 1, 2017 AAFM establishes a schedule for LFO, MFO, and AFO water quality training. Sec. 18.
Jan. 15,2017,  AAFM submits a final report on tile drainage to General Assembly. Sec. 5.
Jan. 15,2017. ANR, AAFM each report to Generza] Assembly regarding success of MOU performance measures. Sec. 15
(annual) .
- Jan. 15,2017 Clean Water Board, under 10 V.5.A. § Soov publishes a Clean Water Investment Report. Sec. 38
_(annual) ‘
 Dec.31,2017 ~ ANR, under 10 /ﬂwk\#\m H\w\muﬁmm\vmmaoﬁm a m\@m&_\@&m for mww‘owma‘%m\om H,mwcmmm.a stormwater from
municipal roads, including a schedule for municipal implementation. ‘Sec. 33.
Jan. 1, 2018 ANR, under 10 V.8.A. § 1264(g), adopts a general permit for retrofitting of legacy impervious surface of 3
or more acres, including a schedule for municipal implementation. Sec. 33. _ ,
Jan. 15,2018 AAFM revises RAPs by rule to include requirements-for tile drainage. Sec. 4.
5 year rotating ~ ANR updates the 15 basin plans. -Sec. 28.
Schedule y : .
3 month after ~ ANR updates Phase I MBEoBonmon plan for Lake Champlain. Sec. 37
EPA TMDL
Prior fo ANR holds public participation process on Phase I implementation plan. Sec. 37
Final Phase I _
Jan. 15 ammual  ANR reports to General Assembly regarding execution of Phase I implementation plan. Sec. 37
No date ANR prepares a surface water management plan and schedule for updating basin plans . Sec. 28.
‘No date ANR adopts rules under 10 VSA 1264(f) for stormwater management. Sec. 33.
Neo date ~ ANR coordinates and publishes a map of water quality data. Sec. 36.
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