[bookmark: _GoBack]

2017 Vermont Milk Cooler Sponsorship Application


In order to ensure Vermont students have access to fresh, nutritious dairy products, the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets (VAAFM) can help schools pay for a milk cooler. These funds have been made available through the Vermont Dairy Promotion Fund, supported by Vermont’s dairy farmers. 
Up to $1,000 is available to each school toward purchase of a new milk cooler. No payment to a school can exceed the total cost of the cooler purchase, so submission of your invoice will be required. 
To participate in the Milk Cooler sponsorship program, please submit your application to the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets Farm to School Program at the contact info below. Schools selected to receive a milk cooler sponsorship must order their milk cooler, send VAAFM a copy of the purchase invoice, and inlcude an invoice to VAAFM for the amount you need to be reimbursed, up to $1000, prior to December 31, 2016. 
Please submit responses to the following questions in no more 75 words per question by XX date: 
1. Please, describe why your school needs a new milk cooler.

2. How will your school use a new milk cooler to promote agricultural literacy, connecting your students to Vermont’s dairy farmers? 

3. How will the cooler improve your school meal program? 

4. Please provide the following information: 	

a. % free and reduced lunch eligible students
b. # of students
c. Grades served 

5. Please indicate the type of cooler you plan on purchasing, and explain why you have made that choice. Consider using the new Vermont Milk Cooler Service Guide as a reference. 
Sponsorship applications will be reviewed based on the following criteria:
· School need,
· Benefits to school meal program, and
· Integration with farm to school program and engagement with dairy community.
Dates and Timeline
Application due date: December 15, 2016
Sponsorships granted: December 20, 2016
Invoices and receipts due to VAAFM: January 16, 2017

Please, email all application responses in a Word Document, with Times New Roman 12-point font by December 15, 2016 to: Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets Farm to School Program Manager, Ali Zipparo, Alexandra.zipparo@vermont.gov If you have questions, please, email Ali Zipparo or call (802) 505-1822
